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Dear Parent/Carer

I am writing to let you know that the school with support from staff and Governors have decided to introduce a school dog. The Governing Body have considered this carefully over time, including visits to a school that has this practice in place. Each month the Chair and Vice Chair will review this and the Full Governing Body will review this in the spring term. Your views will be sought.

In the summer, George did come into school on some occasions and parents were informed of this happening prior to this. The feedback was incredibly positive and we are being asked when this will take place again. Some children who were fearful of dogs, interacted on their terms and the child was very much in control of their plan in regards to this. 
George the ‘school dog’ will accompany Mrs Cappleman-Jackson, our Head Teacher, into school most days once he has visited the school on occasions to reacquaint himself with meeting the children and to becoming familiar with his place of work. George is a Miniature Schnauzer and by nature calm and loving, he has also been selected for his non-shedding coat, reducing the risk to allergy sufferers, George is a very affectionate and sociable dog.
George’s main place of residence will be the office areas, he will be available for the children to pat and play with under strict supervision at certain times of the day. George will also be available to work with children who have a wellbeing need, suffer bereavement or who are upset in any way and in need of calm, comfort and space before being able to tell an adult what has upset them. Mrs Cappleman-Jackson will be there at all times.
We also understand that it is not possible for all families to have a family dog and therefore we hope that this is an opportunity for children to have a ‘share’ in a dog and gain from the relationship and contact on a regular basis.
Should you prefer to opt out of any contact with George the “school dog” for your child I request this is put in writing and sent in to school by the 30th November.
We would very much welcome queries or questions on the matter. There was a ‘Cuppa with the Head’ planned for this to discuss this further. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 this is greatly restricted but should you want to talk this through please ring or email and we will make arrangements within the risk assessment guidelines. Once school is fully open this will be timetabled and will still go ahead to gain your views. If you have any views or have questions which are not answered in the documents, please put them in writing through officeadmin@misterton.notts.sch.uk . In the meantime, please see the FAQs attached.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Jane Cappleman-Jackson
School Dog Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q
Who is the legal owner of the dog and who pays for its costs?
A
The legal owner of the dog will be a member of staff   who has volunteered to care for the dog out of school hours and will bear the costs associated with it; the school budget will remain unaffected.
Q
Is the dog from a reputable breeder?
A
Yes. Breeders were researched and a reputable experienced and licensed breeder was selected. 
Q
Will the dog be a distraction?
A
The dog will be mainly in the office areas. The office is separate from the classrooms / playground area to ensure it only comes into contact with children who are happy to have contact and have parental permission for this, under strict supervision.
Q
Has a risk assessment been undertaken?
A
Yes, we have carefully considered having a dog in school and sought advice from many sources; including another school that successfully have a school dog. The risk assessment has been checked by the Nottinghamshire health and Safety team.
Q
How will the dog be toileted to ensure hygiene for all?
A
In the interest of health and hygiene our school dog will be toileted off site. Thus there will be no chance of the children coming into contact with faeces. Our policy of no dogs on the school site is still applicable as we are unable to put effective control measures in place that guarantee temperament and safety when children come into unsupervised contact with unknown dogs. Any other dog will not have the correct risk assessment and insurance for this to be possible.
Q
Will the dog be allowed on the school grounds?
A
The dog will go on to the school grounds, supervised by Mrs Cappleman-Jackson and on a lead. 
Q
How will the dog’s welfare be considered?
A
The dog will be walked every lunchtime off the school grounds.  Parents will be able to give permission in advance to allow their child to be able to walk with members of staff and the dog during that time. This will also be used as a behaviour reward, in line with our behaviour policy. The dog will have time in the office to rest and will only have supervised contact with children and visitors. The dog will be carefully trained over a period of time to be in the school environment and will have access to water at all times. We will work closely with other professionals to ensure the dog’s welfare is always carefully considered. The Dog Welfare and Wellbeing Standards will be used to ensure the dogs wellbeing.
Q
How will this be managed where children have allergies?
A
The breed selected is a non-shedding dog which will reduce the possibility of allergic reactions.
We already manage a number of allergies at school and this will be no different for children and adults that are allergic to dogs. Individual needs will always be met
Q
My child is frightened of dogs; how will you manage this?
A
Access to the dog will be carefully managed and supervised and children do not need to have close contact with him.  We hope to work closely with parents of children who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear over time and work on a shared plan together.


