[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents/ Carers,

As we near the full opening of our school on the 8th March we are excited to see our classrooms back with the whole team physically in school. We have been working on the latest documents from the government and reviewing our Covid-19 Risk Assessment. Opening school fully is greatly needed for our children and this has to be done with the control measures set out by the government. 
Currently in our local area, the infection rate has been increasing until very recently and this along with the new strains that are being identified and which are more infectious than the strain from March 2020, do show that the opening has to be carefully planned and managed by us all.
Staggered start and end times to the school day is one crucial measure that will be enhanced to stop contact as much as possible. We ask that you bring your child at their start time, where you have more than one child please follow the latest start time and all of your children can start at that time. Please then clear the areas around school to allow for the next group. As with last time, please bring your child to the opposite side of the road and ensure they are carrying all they need. At the end of the day, we ask that parents/ carers come on to the school playground as previously but at their allocated slot. If you have more than one child, please collect at the latest time and your younger children will stay with their teacher until this time. We hope to reduce these times once we can all clear the way and limit any social contact. The school playground will need to be cleared once you have your child. As staff will be clearing the area ready for the next bubble to use, it is going to be difficult to talk in any meaningful way to staff, please continue emailing, but bear in mind they are teaching full time and have meetings and training in the evenings.
	Class bubble
	Start 
	End 

	FSU
	8.45am
	FS2 2.45pm
FS1 11.45am
FS1 children who are accessing 30 hours will finish at 3.30pm

	KS1
	8.50am
	2.50pm

	Y3/4
	9.00am
	3.00pm

	Y5/6
	9.15am
	3.30pm


Lunch times are shortened to maintain social distancing and time given for play timetabled throughout the day.
Attendance from the 8th March attendance is statutory and all children and staff are back in school unless they have a shielding letter. Any child shielding will access learning on TEAMS. Nottinghamshire fining for holidays will resume.
School uniform is required, including black shoes/ trainers up until the summer. Please ensure your child has a pair of wellies or outdoor shoes that can stay in school and get muddy and coats as we will be out even in the rain. On PE days children can come to school in PE kit- your class teacher is sending out a letter with this detail included.
Water bottles and packed lunch boxes can come into school again but we ask that what is brought in is limited. School bags are allowed.
Work completed at home- please send this in with your child and we will share this over the next few weeks.
Children will be in class bubbles and stay as a bubble. The seating in classrooms will be tables facing front and children sat side by side from Y2 upwards. Children do not need to social distance from each other.
Staff must wherever possible be socially distanced two meters from each other, parents and from the children, however this is not expected for younger children- Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 (year 1 and 2).
Face masks will be worn by staff when social distancing with other adults cannot be maintained. We ask parents and carers to please wear a face mask at drop off and collection times.
Bubbles can be in the same room for the majority of the day, but in larger areas for example lunch time there can be more than one bubble but social distancing between bubbles. Assemblies as a whole school cannot happen and assemblies will be through TEAMS.
Should there be any further lock down the Remote Policy will resume.
Children will be taught the full curriculum, with a focus on wellbeing. There will be time planned throughout the day for the children to build relationships within their bubble. Your children’s mental health and wellbeing is our priority, alongside the safety of our community. The Recovery Curriculum has been reviewed and with most children being isolated from friends and family for such a long time, socialising and team work will be essential. Children will be given structured and unstructured time in their class bubble to play and build these essential skills. Giving time to this will enhance the learning of the children’s academic curriculum. In the last opening, we found after some time to this, the children were ready to learn and learning accelerated.
Homework will be greatly reduced up to Easter as children are likely to find being physically in school tiring and also they may miss home. Please send your child in with something to add to their Happiness Box, a letter, photo or object. This will be used to support them in class. 
Volunteers can come back to school.
Swimming will not start back this half term and will be reviewed at Easter.
Symptoms 
· a high temperature
· a new continuous cough
· a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste
Anyone having one or more of these symptoms must isolate. Children will be moved outside or in library area by the external door, please open the door or window to ventilate. Any staff staying with them must wear full PPE. The toilet for use is the disabled toilet located downstairs. This must be cleaned once used. Once the child is collected, the staff member must hand wash and then can return to work. Areas will need to be cleaned where the child has been.  
Rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff (taken directly from the Government)
Around 1 in 3 people with coronavirus (COVID-19) do not have symptoms but can still pass it on to others. Regular testing of people without symptoms (asymptomatic testing) is important to help stop the virus spreading. As lockdown restrictions gradually ease, we all need to play our part to help protect each other. 
On Sunday 28 February, the Department of Health and Social Care announced that from Monday 1 March, households with primary school, secondary school and college age children, including childcare and support bubbles, can test themselves twice every week at home as schools return from Monday 8 March. Households, childcare and support bubbles of primary, secondary and college staff can also be tested. Twice-weekly testing will also be offered to adults working in the wider school community, including bus drivers and after school club leaders. The twice-weekly test kits can be accessed:
	· via employers if they offer testing to employees
· at a local test site
· by collecting a home test kit from a test site
· by ordering a home test kit online


Schools should not give test kits to parents, carers or household members and should not order more test kits for this purpose. Letters containing advice on where to access testing will be made available for schools to share with parents and staff shortly. 
This guidance provides information on who can be tested and how you can get a test.


I want to take this time to thank you all for being there with us throughout this incredibly difficult time. Your support and the hope that we can return to some familiar schooling has kept us strong.
Please look after yourselves as we all re-adjust again,
Yours sincerely

Jane Cappleman-Jackson
Headteacher
